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THE CATHOLIC MIND 
Vol. XXVI, No. 22, November 22, 1928 


Reunion of the Eastern Churches 
His Ho.tness, Pope Prius XI 


Encyclical Letter “Orientalium Rerum,” on the promotion of Oriental 
studies and the means of bringing the Eastern peoples back 
to the Church. Reprinted from the London “Tablet.” 


To Our VENERABLE BRETHREN THE PATRIARCHS, PRI- 
‘ MATES, ARCHBISHOPS, BISHOPS, AND OTHER LOCAL 
ORDINARIES IN PEACE AND COMMUNION WITH THE 
APOSTOLIC SEE, HEALTH AND APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION. 


N order to promote the study of Oriental sciences and a 
more thorough knowledge of them among the Faithful, 
and still more among priests, Our Predecessors, during the 
past centuries, have applied themselves with an ardor of 
which no one can be ignorant who has even rapidly glanced 
at the annals of the Catholic Church. They well knew that 
the cause of many evils in the past, and especially of the 
deplorable dissension which has detached from the root of 
unity many churches once so flourishing, has resulted prin- 
cipally and almost fatally from mutual ignorance and con- 
tempt, and from the prejudices which followed on a long 
division among souls. They knew also that no remedy can 
be supplied until those impediments are removed. Hence, 
to touch but briefly on a few of the historical documents 
which, beginning from the time when the bonds of unity 
began to be relaxed, bear witness to the care and solicitude 
of the Roman Pontiffs in this respect, every one knows 
with what benevolence and veneration Adrian I received 
the two apostles of the Slavs, Cyril and Methodius, and how 
singularly he honored them; with what diligence he sup- 
ported the Eighth Ecumenical Council, the Fourth of Con- 
stantinople, to which he sent his legates, shortly after such 
a great portion of the flock of the Lord had been lament- 
ably snatched away from the Roman Pontiff, the Divinely- 
constituted Shepherd. Such sacred assemblies, convoked 
for the purpose of discussing Oriental affairs, were held one 
after another, as when at Bari, at the grave of St. Nicholas, 
421 
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Bishop of Myra, Anselm, Doctor of Aosta and Archbishop 
of Canterbury, moved the minds and hearts of all by his 
learning and the wonderful sanctity of his life; or again as 
at Lyons, to which those two luminaries of the Church, the 
angelic Doctor St. Thomas, and the seraphic St. Bonaven- 
ture, were summoned by Gregory X, and how the one died 
on the journey and the other in the midst of the great labors 
of the Council; or as at Ferrara and Florence, when the 
palm must certainly be awarded to those ornaments of the 
Christian East, soon to become Cardinals of the Roman 
Church, Bessarion of Nice, and Isidore of Kieff; and when 
the truth of Catholic dogma, logically and methodically 
stated and made to shine forth anew by the charity of 
Christ, seemed to pave the way for the reconciliation of 
Oriental Christians with the Supreme Pastor. 

The few facts We have cited manifest the paternal 
affection and devotion of the Apostolic See towards Oriental 
nations, but, because more remarkable, they also occur 
more rarely. Innumerable other acts concerning the Orient, 
Venerable Brethren, bear testimony to the benefits which 
the Roman Church wished to confer on the East. It was 
to this end especially that she sent her Religious to spend 
their lives in the service of Oriental nations. Sustained 
by the authority of the Apostolic See, these heroic men, 
recruited chiefly from the Religious families of St. Francis 
of Assisi and St. Dominic, went forth to found houses and 
to create new provinces of their Order, not only in Pales- 
tine and Armenia, where they cultivated anew with great 
effort theology and other sciences that contributed to the 
profane and the religious civilization not only of those 
countries but also of other regions, but in other countries 
also where the Orientals, subjected to the domination of the 
Turk or of the Tartar, and forcibly separated from Roman 
unity, were deprived of access to every form of education, 
especially religious education. 

These remarkable benefits and aims of the Apostolic See 
seemed to carry weight with the doctors of the University 
of Paris who, since the thirteenth century, following the 
wishes and aspirations of the Holy See, founded, as history 
teaches us, and incorporated with their University, an 
Oriental college, with which Our Predecessor John XX, a 
few years later, kept in touch through Hugo Bishop of 
Paris.!_ Equally remarkable also, as the documents of that 
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time testify, were the efforts of Humbert de Romans, a 
very learned Religious and Master General of the Order of 
Preachers. In his book “Of what it befits to treat in the 
coming Council of Lyons,” he recommended point by point 
what was necessary in order to win the souls of the 
Orientals:* a knowledge of the Greek language, because 
the diversity of nations is joined in the unity of faith by 
means of various languages; an abundance of Greek books 
and a sufficient number of translations of the works of the 
West into the languages of the East. He also exhorted the 
Friars Preachers assembled in General Chapter at Milan to 
hold in high esteem the languages of the East, and to 
study them earnestly so as to be ready to go forth to those 
nations if it were God’s Will. 

Thus also in the Franciscan family, Roger Bacon, that 
scholar so dear to Our Predecessor, Clement IV, not only 
wrote learnedly on the Chaldean, Arab and Greek lan- 
guages,® but also facilitated their study for others. 

Following the above examples, Raymond Lulli, a man 
of singular learning and piety, urged with all the impetuos- 
ity of his nature, and obtained from Our Predecessors, 
Celestine V and Boniface VIII, favors which at the time 
were most unusual: that a Cardinal should be placed at 
the head of Oriental affairs and studies, and that Apostolic 
expeditions be sent to the Tartar, the Saracen, and other 
infidels, as well as to bring the “schismatics” once more 
into the unity of the Church. 

But We specially wish to emphasize how, through the 
initiative of the same Raymond Lulli, a decree was formu- 
lated in the General Council of Vienne and promulgated by 
Our Predecessor, Clement V, in which We seem to see fore- 
shadowed Our own Oriental Institute: “With the approba- 
tion of this sacred Council, We provide for the erection of 
schools for the study of the above-mentioned languages 
wherever the Roman Curia shall happen to reside, as also 
in Paris, Oxford, Bologna and Salamanca, and for the ap- 
pointment of two Catholic professors with sufficient knowl- 
edge for each of the languages—Hebrew, Greek, Arabic, 
and Chaldaic—who shall direct those schools, and _ shall 
translate into Latin books written in the above languages, 


1Denifle-Chatelain, Chartul, Univ. Paris, t. II, n, 857. 


2Mansi, t. xxiv, ed. 128. 8Opus maius, pars tertia. 
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shall teach them to others, and shall pass on their knowl- 
edge through instruction; so that the young men by this 
means may with God’s help produce the fruits hoped for 
by propagating the Faith among infidel nations.’”* 

But since, among Oriental nations, on account of the 
confusion of the times, nearly all the possibilities of scien- 
tific study were destroyed and it was impossible to cultivate 
higher studies among students well qualified for them, you 
know, Venerable Brethren, that Our Predecessors also were 
careful that not only in the chief universities of that age 
there should be Oriental centers of learning, but also in a 
special manner that seminaries should be opened in the 
heart of this mother city of Rome, easily accessible to stu- 
dents of those nations, whence after a careful education 
they should go forth prepared to fight the good fight. On 
that account monasteries and colleges were opened in Rome 
for the Greeks and the Ruthenians, and also houses were 
given to the Maronites and Armenians. We may. see what 
gain for souls was achieved when we consider the liturgical 
and other works which the Sacred Congregation of Propa- 
ganda caused to be published in various Oriental languages, 
and the precious Oriental codices which the Vatican library 
diligently gathered together and religiously preserved. 

Nor is this by any means all. As Our Predecessors 
realized that a more complete knowledge of things Oriental 
among Occidentals was of great importance to foster charity 
and mutual esteem, they strove with all their might to at- 
tain this end. Thus Gregory XVI, who, raised to the 
Supreme Pontificate in the very year he was about to begin 
his mission as legate at the court of Alexander I, studied 
Russian affairs with the greatest diligence; thus Pius IX, 
who before and after the Vatican Council earnestly recom- 
mended the publication of works on Oriental rites and tradi- 
tions; thus Leo XIII, who showed so great a love and 
pastoral solicitude not only for the Copts and the Slavs, but 
for all the Orientals. Besides the new Religious Congrega- 
tion of the Augustintans of the Assumption, he encouraged 
also other Religious Orders to acquire or increase their 
knowledge of Eastern matters. He caused to be erected 
new colleges for the Orientals, in the Orient, as well as here 
in Rome. He praised most highly the university of the 
Society of Jesus at Beirut, which is even today in a most 

4Denifle-Chaletain, Chartul, Univ. Paris, t. ii, n. 695. 
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flourishing state and very dear to Us. Again Pius X, also, 
who, having founded the Pontifical Bibical Institute, kindled 
in the souls of many a new ardor for Oriental studies, and 
thereby reaped a rich harvest. 

Our immediate Predecessor, Benedict XV, diligently 
emulating this paternal providence towards the Oriental 
nations, as a sacred inheritance accepted by Pius X, con- 
stituted a Congregation for the affairs of the Oriental 
Church, and decided to found in this City, the Head of 
Christendom, a “special center for higher Oriental studies,” 
endowed with “all the scientific apparatus which modern 
erudition requires, and staffed with zealous teachers, thor- 
oughly trained in all branches of study concerning the 
Orient,’ and empowered with the faculty of giving “the 
degree of Doctor in ecclesiastical sciences related to the 
Christian nations of the East.”® This Institute was open 
not only to the Orientals (among whom are included those 
also who are separated from Catholic unity), but also to 
the Latin priests who wished to become proficient in these 
branches, or who wished to minister to the Orientals. The 
greatest praise is to be given to these men, who worked 
diligently during a period of four years to initiate the first 
students of the Institute in Oriental sciences. 

There was, however, this difficulty to a fitting de- 
velopment of the Institute, that, though near the Vatican, 
it was far from the center of the city. Therefore We, 
wishing to carry into effect what Benedict XV had in mind, 
had decreed, at the beginning of Our Pontificate, the trans- 
fer of the Oriental Institute to the Pontifical Biblical In- 
stitute, as being closely related to it in studies and pur- 
poses, the Institutes remaining distinct from one another. 
We intended to give the Oriental Institute an abode of its 
own as soon as possible. Moreover, with the intention of 
there never being a lack of men fitted to teach Oriental 
subjects, and thinking that We should reach this end more 
easily by confiding so important a charge to one Religious 
family, by Our Letter of September 14, 1922,7 We com- 


5Benedict XV, Motu proprio Orientis catholici, Octo. 15, 1917. 
Acta Apos. Sedis IX (1917), n. 11, pp. 531-533. 

®Benedict XV, Littere Apostolice Quod Nobis, Sept. 25, 1920. 
Acta Apost. Sedis XII (1920), n. 11, pp. 440-441. 


TLetter Decessor Noster Acta Apost. Sed. XTV (1922), n. 15, 
pp. 545-546. 
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manded the General of the Society of Jesus that, by his love 
towards the Holy See and his Vicar, and the obedience he 
owed to him, he should, in spite of all difficulties, undertake 
the entire administration of the Institute, observing the 
following conditions: that the supreme direction of the In- 
stitute being reserved to Us and to Our Successors, the Gen- 
eral of the Society of Jesus should find men capable of fill- 
ing the difficult offices of President and lecturers of the 
Institute; that henceforth, either directly or through the 
President, he should propose for Our approval and that of 
Our Successors those whom he considered competent to 
lecture on the various subjects of the Institute; and that 
he should suggest all that might seem to conduce to the 
security and prosperity of the Institute. 

Now, at the close of the sixth year since We, with the 
special guidance of God, made this decision, We may thank 
God most gratefully that an abundant harvest has resulted 
from Our. labors. Although the number of students—as 
the nature of the Institute itself requires—has not been, 
nor ever will be, very great, still it has been sufficient to 
enable Us to rejoice when We realize that already an im- 
portant group of men, rapidly increasing in numbers, will 
soon leave the shelter of this abode of learning, so formed 
in piety and learning that we have every hope that they 
may, in the field which lies open before them, be of great 
assistance to the Oriental Churches. 

And now, while praising with all Our hearts the local 
Ordinaries and Heads of Religious Orders, who, making 
Our wishes their own, have sent to Rome, from divers 
nations and countries, their priests to be formed in Oriental 
sciences, We at the same time exhort all Religious Heads 
of groups scattered far and wide upon the earth, that, fol- 
lowing such an example, they neglect not to send to this 
Our Oriental Institute those studenfs whom they may 
consider suitable and who may feel an attraction for such 
studies. Let us recall to your memories, Venerable Breth- 
ren, what we recently declared in Our Encyclical Mortalium 
animos. Who is there who does not know how often a kind 
of unity among Christians, completely foreign to the mind 
of Christ the Founder of the Church, is contemplated; and 
who has not heard of those most important discussions, 
carried on especially in the greater part of Europe and of 
America on the most important subject of the Orientals, 












ve 

he 
ike 
the 
in- 
2n- 


ill- 











REUNION OF THE EASTERN CHURCHES 427 





whether united to the Roman Church or separated from 
her? But, though the students from Our seminaries, having 
acquired, as they should, a knowledge of Protestant errors 
and fallacies of later date, are able to recognize and prompt- 
ly to refute them, they are not, however, trained, at least 
generally speaking, in that particular branch of learning 
which would enable them to pass a sure judgment on mat- 
ters pertaining to Oriental sciences and customs, and to the 
liturgy which is to be preserved with all reverence within 
the Catholic unity. For this a very special and accurate 
study is required. 

Therefore, since We cannot in any way neglect all that 
could help to bring about that most desirable reunion of 
such a remarkable portion of the flock of Jesus Christ 
to His true Church, or to show the greatest charity towards 
those who, in their different rites, closely adhere with their 
minds and their hearts to the Roman Church and the Vicar 
of Christ, We earnestly exhort you, Venerable Brethren, 
that each one choose among his priests at least one who, 
being well-trained in these branches of learning, shall be 
able to instruct seminarists in them when opportunities 
arise. We are not ignorant of the fact that it belongs in a 
peculiar manner to Catholic universities to institute a 
special faculty of Oriental sciences. With Our initiative 
and Our help, We are glad that this work has already be- 
gun in Paris, Louvain, Lille. Of late, also, in several other 
seats of theological learning, chairs of Oriental sciences have 
been founded at the expense of the civil government, with 
the consent of and by the encouragement of the local Or- 
dinaries. Nevertheless, it ought not to be too difficult to 
find a Professor in each of the theological seminaries who, 
together with history, liturgy, or canon law, will be able to 
teach the elements of Oriental sciences. And when the 
minds and hearts of the students shall thus be turned to- 
wards Eastern teaching and rites, no small gain should re- 
sult. Not only will the Orientals thus derive benefit, but 
also the students themselves will have a better knowledge 
of Catholic theology and Latin discipline, and will con- 
ceive a greater love for the true Spouse of Christ, whose 
beauty, on account of the variety of rites, will shine forth 
the more. 

Having considered all the advantages to Christianity 
that would follow from such training of young men, We 





428 REUNION OF THE EASTERN CHURCHES 





have considered it part of Our duty to spare no labors, not 
only to ensure the life of the Institute which from the outset 
We confirmed, but also to facilitate its success by new de- 
velopments. Hence, as soon as it was possible to Us, We 
wished to assign to it an abode of its own, spending for the 
purchase and establishing of the house of St. Anthony, near 
St. Mary Major on the Esquiline, the funds bequeathed to 
Us by the liberality of a benevolent prelate as also those 
offered Us by a devout citizen of the United States; We 
hope and pray that their reward in Heaven may be exceed- 
ing great. Nor should We pass over in silence the fact that 
funds reached Us from Spain, sufficient to furnish and to 
endow a larger and more beautiful library. May these ex- 
amples of liberality encourage others, for, after an experi- 
ence of many years as Librarian of the Ambrosian and the 
Vatican Library, We realize how important it is to furnish 
this library with all necessary material, so that not only the 
professors, but also the students, should be enabled to 
acquire knowledge concerning the Orient from sources often 
hidden or unknown, but yet extremely rich, and to turn 
them to public service. Undeterred by difficulties (though 
We foresee these will be numerous and great), We shall 
strive, as far as in Us lies, to procure all things that apper- 
tain to the countries of the Orient, to their customs, to their 
languages and to their rites; and We shall be very grateful 
to any who, through filial love for the Vicar of Christ, shall 
help Us to attain this end, whether by giving funds, or 
books, or codices, or paintings, or anything of the kind re- 
lating to the Christian East. 

And thus We hope that the Oriental nations, seeing 
with their own eyes the monuments of the piety, the learn- 
ing, and the arts of their ancestors, shall be taught how 
true, eternal orthodoxy was held in honor in the Roman 
Church and with what sacredness it is preserved, defended 
and propagated. May We not hope, that moved by such 
strong arguments (especially if over the mutual intercourse 
between scholars Christian charity shall preside) the greater 
number of Orientals, striving to regain their ancient glories, 
and putting aside prejudice, will desire to return to that 
Christian unity maintained by a full profession of faith, 
such as befits the true followers of Christ, united in one 
flock under one Shepherd? 

While We hope and pray to God that this most happy 
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day may finally dawn upon the Christian world, it will 
perhaps be useful, Venerable Brethren, to indicate briefly 
how Our Oriental Institute, uniting with Us to carry out 
Our desires, shall work to attain this end. The professors 
are engaged in two different sorts of studies, of which some 
are contained, as it were, within the walls of the Institute, 
while others, have a wider sphere, by means of the publica- 
tion of documents relating to the Christian East, whether 
unedited, or forgotten in the days in which we live. 

As to the education of the students, besides the dog- 
matic theology of the dissidents, the explanation of the 
Oriental Fathers, and of all that pertains to Oriental 
studies, whether of history, liturgy, archeology, or other 
sacred branches of learning, and the languages of various 
nations, we recall with special gratification how We have 
been enabled to add to the Byzantine Institutions a chair 
of Islamic Institutions, a thing hitherto unheard-of in 
Roman centers of learning. By a special favor of Divine 
Providence, We have been able to place at the head of this 
Department a man who, born a Turk, and after many 
years of study, having by God’s help professed the Cath- 
olic religion and been ordained to the priesthood, seemed 
capable of teaching those among his compatriots who were 
to be destined to the sacred ministry how to present, as well 
to scholars as to the ignorant, the cause of the One Indi- 
vidual God, and of the Gospel law. 

Nor are the publications of the Oriental Institute for 
the propagation of the Catholic religion and the achieve- 
ment of true union among Christians of less importance. 
The greater number of these volumes, called Orientalia 
Christiana, were written during the past few years by 
professors of the Institute; the rest, under its auspices, 
by other experts on Orierital questions. These either deal 
with both the ancient and modern conditions of the Eastern 
nations generally unknown to Westerners, or else cast a new 
light upon the religious history of the East by means of 
documents hitherto unknown; or describe the relations of 
Oriental monks, and even Patriarchs, with this Apostolic 
See, and the solicitude of the Roman Pontiffs in defending 
their rights and property; or compare the theology of the 
dissidents regarding the Sacraments or even the nature of 
the Church herself with the Catholic Truth; or again make 
a study of ancient codices. In a word, there is nothing 
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which relates to sacred sciences, or has any connection with 
Oriental civilization (as for instance the remains of Greek 
culture in Southern Italy) which does not appeal to the 
diligence of these scholars. 

Who then, considering the great extent of these labors, 
undertaken chiefly for the benefit of Orientals, does not 
trust that Jesus Christ, the most merciful Redeemer of 
men, taking pity upon the sad fate of so many, long astray 
from the right road, will complete what We have begun, 
and guide His flock into the one Fold, ruled over by the 
one Shepherd? A special reason for this hope is that 
among those nations a very great part of Revelation has 
been religiously preserved, sincere service is rendered to 
Christ Our Lord, great piety and love are shown towards 
His sinless Mother, and devout use made of the Sacraments. 
Therefore, since God in His mercy has willed that men, and 
especially priests, should as His instruments cooperate in 
the work of Redemption, what is there left to Us, Vener- 
able Brethren, but once more to supplicate, yea, to compel 
you, not only to agree in mind and in heart with Our de- 
signs, but also to labor that the longed-for day may soon 
dawn, when We shall all welcome back, not only a few, but 
the vast majority of the Greeks, of the Slavs, of the Rou- 
manians, and of the Eastern nations, hitherto separated, to 
their former communion with the Roman Church. And as 
We meditate upon what We have already begun to do, and 
what We hope to bring to perfection, so as to hasten this 
joyful day, it seems to Us that We may compare Ourselves 
to the father of the family whom Christ Our Lord describes 
as calling the guests invited to his supper “that they should 
come, for now all things are ready” (Luke xiv, 17). Apply- 
ing these words to Our own case, We earnestly entreat you, 
Venerable Brethren, that you add your efforts to Ours, for 
this most important end of promoting Oriental studies. So 
that, after the removal of all obstacles, under the auspices of 
the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God, and of the Holy 
Fathers and Doctors of East and West, We may receive 
into the House of the Father those brethren and sons of 
Ours, so long separated from Us, but once more united in 
bonds of a charity based upon the solid foundation of truth 
and the full profession of the Christian religion. 

And in order that these Our desires and enterprises may 
be most happily realized, as an earnest of heavenly gifts 
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and as a token of Our paternal affection, We most lovingly 
impart the Apostolic benediction to you, Venerable Breth- 
ren, and to all the flock committed to your care. 

Given in Rome, at St. Peter’s, on the feast of the Nativ- 
ity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, September 8, 1928, in the 
seventh year of Our Pontificate. 

PIUS PP. XI 


The Hierarchy of God’s Church 


THE Most Rev. Francis Repwoop, S.M. 


Pastoral letter of the Archbishop of Wellington, June 20, 1928, 
reprinted from the New Zealand “Tablet.” 


E object of this Pastoral is to set vividly before you 

the glaring contrast which exists between the Catholic 
Church and the confusion and anarchy of the multitudinous 
and contradictory sects surrounding her God-like and ma- 
jestic world-wide unity. 

Now, the grandest manifestation of Christ’s life and 
work in His Church is the hierarchy. By this hierarchy is 
meant the whole body of those who hold and wield spiritual 
power, in the various orders and ranks, from the Pope 
downwards, or in other words, the authorities and the gov- 
ernment of the Church. Christ continues to live in the 
hierarchy, and that in three admirable ways; in its author- 
ity, its sanctity and its destiny. 

It bears three obvious and characteristic marks of sim- 
ilarity to Christ. First of all, we realize the universality 
and plentitude of its power. To carry out the Divine pur- 
pose of His life work, as Redeemer and Mediator of salva- 
tion, Christ possessed a threefold power: the teaching, the 
priestly and the pastoral power, becaus> the human race 
needs truth, grace, and external guidance to enable it to at- 
tain salvation. Accordingly, He was left the plenitude of 
power to His Church, in the persons of His hierarchy, 
namely, the Apostles and their successors in the Church. 
He gave them the right and the duty and the power to 
teach all truth. “Go, therefore, teach ye all nations, etc.” 
(Matt. xxvii, 19, 29). “But when the Spirit of truth is 
come, He will teach you all truth” (John xvi, 13). 
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He gave them the priestly power to offer sacrifice. “And 
taking bread, He gave thanks, and brake, and gave to them 
saying: ‘This is My body which is given to you. Do this 
for a commemoration of Me’” (Luke xxii, 10, 20). Also 
He gave them the power to dispense the Sacraments. 
“Whose sins you shall forgive,” etc. And, lastly, He gave 
them full pastoral power to make laws for the government 
of the Church and to regulate the use of the means of grace. 
“Feed My lambs, feed My sheep” (John xxi, 13). “Amen, 
I say to you, whatsoever you shall bind upon earth shall be 
bound also in Heaven, and whatsoever you shall loose upon 
earth shall be loosed also in Heaven” (Matt. xvii, 18). We 
see, then, that as far as reach the domain and mercy of 
Christ, so far extends the authority of the hierarchy. 

The second characteristic is finality and absoluteness. 
The plenitude of power rested absolutely in Christ as its 
source, so that there is no appeal from Him to any other 
authority. But this same power He has left to the Apostles 
and the hierarchy. As the Father sent Him, He sends them 
“As the Father sent Me, I also send you” (John xx, 21). 
He made them His ambassadors and plenipotentiaries: “For 
Christ therefore we are ambassadors” (2 Cor. v, 20). He 
made them the foundations of the Church: “And I say to 
thee: thou art Peter and upon this rock I will build My 
Church” (Matt. xvi, 8); “Built upon the foundations of the 
Apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the 
corner stone” (Eph. ii, 20). He made them the Church, so 
to speak: “And I say to thee that if he will not hear the 
Church, let him be to thee as the heathen and the publican” 
(Matt. xvii, 17). Their decisions are ratified for all 
eternity: ‘“Whatsoever you shall bind upon earth shall be 
bound also in Heaven” (Matt. xviii, 18). He that refuses 
them refuses to hear Christ: ““He that heareth you heareth 
Me, and he that despiseth Me despiseth Him that sent 
Me” (Luke x, 16). They are the visible head of the Church 
as Christ is her invisible Head: ‘He hath subjected all 
things under His feet and hath made Him head over all 
the Church” (Eph. i, 22). 

All this is literally true and is fulfilled in the infallible 
ex cathedra decisions of the Pope and the General Councils 
of the Church. There is no appeal from them; they are 
absolute and irrevocable for time and eternity. No one is 
exempt from the authority of the hierarchy of the Church. 
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Their judgments and decisions are made with the whole 
weight of Christ’s plenary powers: “If I have pardoned 
anything for your sakes, I have done it in the power of 
Christ” (2 Cor. iv, 10); “Therefore I write these things, 
being absent, that, being present, I may not deal more 
severely according to the power which the Lord hath given 
me unto edification, and not unto destruction” (2 Cor. 
xii, 10). 

The third characteristic of Christ? power bestowed on 
the hierarchy is the beneficial and salutary effect of its 
exercize. It is a fulness of blessing for the entire world. 
Like Christ, that hierarchy is the light, the life and the way 
of the world to God. Jesus saith to them: “I am the way, 
the truth and the life” (John xiv, 6). And this in three 
respects. In the first place by the truth which the hierarchy 
constantly preaches. Like Christ, the Church by her hier- 
archy is the sole teacher of the supernatural truth that leads 
to salvation: ‘““‘Whosoever shall not receive you nor hear 
your words, going forth out of that house or city shake off 
the dust from your feet” (Matt x, 14). 

All the purely secular educational institutions and uni- 
versities do not teach as much saving truth as one answer 
in the Catholic Catechism. ‘That your faith may not stand 
on the wisdom of man but on the power of God” (1 Cor. 
ii, 5). The Church is the instructress of the whole world 
and the guardian of even natural truth. 

Secondly, the Church, by her hierarchy, gives life to the 
world. One can get everything else outside the Church, but 
not supernatural life or salvation. The priests and bishops 
are our true fathers in Christ. “For Christ Jesus,” says St. 
Paul, “I have begotten you, therefore, I beseech, be fol- 
lowers of me, as I also am of Christ” (1 Cor. iv, 15). 
Without the grace of God life is no life, but rather death. 

The third benefit is order and peace in the world. The 
Catholic hierarchy is the shield of all the conditions of free- 
dom and prosperity. Its laws protect the throne and matri- 
mony, the rights of the State and the freedom of the people. 
It preaches to the poor respect for the rich man’s property, 
and to the rich charity and benevolence towards the poor. 
Thus, the hinges and the poles of human society lie in the 
hands of the Church. Her hierarchy can do more good 
than all the armies and fortifications in the world. The 
Church is immortal and never yields. Like Christ she is 
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“vesterday, and today, and the same for ever” (Heb. xiii, 8). 

It is certain that no part of the Church represents the 
power of Christ so fully as the hierarchy. With the pur- 
pose of making His Church a perfect society and an or- 
ganically constructed body (1 Cor. xii, 14), He did not 
communicate Himself to all its members equally. Just as 
He is the Head of the Church and imparts to her all her 
life and strength, so there were to be members of His 
Church, who should act as her head as visible images of His 
personal dignity and high priestly office. These superior 
members are the Bishops and the Pope at their head. In 
them the Church is not merely a bride, but a mother; not 
merely sanctified, but also sanctifying; not merely a sub- 
ject, but a ruler and governor (Eph. i, 22; iv, 11; 1 Cor. 
xii, 19). 

Christ makes the Bishops worthy representatives of His 
authority: ‘“‘For we are God’s coadjutors. You are God’s 
husbandry; you are God’s building” (2 Cor. iii, 9). This 
takes place first through their holiness, which is a com- 
munication and emanation of His own sanctity. He did 
not give Himself the honor of being a High Priest, but pos- 
sessed the authorization of the priesthood in His quality of 
the Son of God,-that is to say, He derived it from His 
Father (Heb. v, 5); so that the bishops in like manner 
enter into their office at the call of Christ, and are interiorly 
sanctified and authorized for it by the Sacrament of Holy 
Orders, which imparts to them their consecration and offi- 
cial character. 

Further, Christ sanctifies His bishops and priests by the 
virtues which He requires them to practice, according to His 
own example and model. He has become a “High Priest, 
holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and made 
higher than the heavens; who needeth not daily, as the other 
priests, to offer sacrifice for His own sins and then for the 
people” (Heb. vii, 26, 27). According to this ideal, we may 
distinguish five priestly virtues. The first is blamelessness 
and unblemished repute before God and man (2 Cor. iv, 
2; Tim. ii, 15; Titus ii, 7-8); freedom from selfishness and 
avarice (Tim. i, 5; Titus i, 7), and ambitions. The second 
is the spirit of sacrifice and renunciation. The priest must 
be detached and separated not only from sin, but also from 
the world and from flesh and blood; he must be, as it were, 
without father or mother (Heb. vii, 3), and serve the Gos- 
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pel alone (Rom. i, 1). He must be crucified after the 
model of his Lord (Gal. vi, 14). It is in this self-sacrifice and 
renunciation that the savor of apostolic salt lies (Matt. v, 
3; Mark ix, 49). The third virtue of the priest is prayer. 
Prayer is the official duty of the priest, after the example 
of Our Lord, “who in the days of His flesh with a strong 
cry and tears offered up prayers and supplications” (Heb. 
v, 7). The fourth virtue is labor—the exercize of the 
preaching office, the administration of the Sacraments and 
study (2 Cor. xi, 22, 24). The fifth virtue is the spirit of 
love and mercy, manifested in compassion of the weak- 
nesses of others, in imitation of our Saviour, who was so 
wonderfully compassionate (Heb. v, 3). 

Even the ordinary degree of these virtues, prayer, con- 
tinence, and the burden of work which falls to the priest- 
hood, raises the priest above ordinary men, and imparts to 
his life a signal resemblance to the holiness of Jesus (2 
Cor. ix, 4, 10). ‘ 

The ecclesiastical hierarchy is a continuation of our 
Saviour’s life in this respect also, that on the whole no one 
experiences more fluctuation of favor and disfavor than its 
members. , 

Undoubtedly, nothing is of great importance for the 
preservation of secular order than the Church and her hier- 
archy. None do more good, and yet, strange to say, in- 
gratitude is usually the world’s reward for all her eminent 
service. If the Church upholds, as she is bound to do, her 
Divine and inalienable rights, it is called lust of power; if 
she requires the submission of the intellect to Faith, it is 
scandalous arrogance; if she petitions for her daily bread, 
it is greed and avarice; if she holds her priestly duties in 
honor, it is only hypocrisy, and people will not believe in 
her virtue and unselfishness; in spite of all her trouble and 
labor for the salvation of souls, there is no greater idler in 
the world; if the hierarchy espouses the cause of the poor 
and weak and defends their rights, it is sedition and in- 
stigation to revolt; if she does good to the poor, it is base 
ambition and seduction of the people. What a dark and 
dismal cloud of calumny, insult and outrage unceasingly 
hangs over the Catholic hierarchy throughout the centuries! 
What a caricature of wickedness and profligacy people have 
made of her! Even St. Paul in those early days, says: 
“We are made as the refuse of the world, the offscouring of 
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all” (1 Cor. iv, 13), and “as sheep for the slaughter” (Rom. 
viii, 36). But with all this she never forgets her task, to 
bear the sufferings and carry on the redeeming work of the 
God-Man (Col. i, 25), “who, when He was reviled, did not 
revile, but prayed for His tormentors.” So, she, too, when 
she is reviled, does not cease to work, but blesses when she 
is persecuted and prays for those who blaspheme her (1 
Cor. iv, 12, 13). 

And therefore she is a wondrous spectacle for God, for 
angels, and for men (1 Cor. iv, 9). God bless her 
prayers, labors and sufferings. He glorifies her by bestow- 
ing upon her a marvelous fertility, and prepares for her 
ineffable rewards of power, honor and joy in the Kingdom 
of Heaven (Matt. x, 17-28). Here below she is the refuge 
and comfort of the world. Who can help and comfort 
men in terror of the eternity that menaces them, or of the 
temporal chastisements of God? How often the Church has 
placed herself between the rebellion of the world and the 
consuming fire of Heaven, staying destruction whenever she 
approached with her consecrated incense! (Num. xvi, 47, 
48.) Who, like her, can restore order amid the rack and 
ruin of the social state? Who steps as arbitrator between the 
clashing weapons of nations and kings, and admonishes both 
sides of their duty, and helps each to his rights? How 
many tyrannical oppressors she has struck with terror! 
Her weapons are not carnal, but “mighty to God unto the 
pulling down of fortifications . . . and every height that ex- 
alteth itself against the knowledge of God” (2 Cor. x, 4, 
5). Her ban withers the proudest laurels, overcomes 
thrones, and lays armies low in the dust. How many foes 
she has overcome already, and she is still as intact, as un- 
abated in her strength as on the first day of her existence. 
Such is the Church in her hierarchy; it is her incomparable 
beauty and invincible strength. 

If our Saviour leads a glorious and majestic after-life in 
the Church, it is certainly in the hierarchy. Here He 
reveals Himself in the full display of His power, the sanc- 
tifying strength of His office, and the glorious destiny of 
His mortal life. Like Himself no one does more good to 
the world, and no one is more hated by some and more 
loved by others than the Church in her hierarchy. 

What practical lesson must we all learn from these 
considerations? We clergy must esteem, reverence and live 
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up to our all-important and glorious office; and you Faith- 
ful must abide by the injunction of the Apostle: “Obey 
your prelates and be subject to them. For they watch as 
having to render an account of your souls; that they do 
this with joy and not with grief. For that is not expedient 
for you” (Heb. xiii, 17). Besides giving them the homage 
of your filial service, do not fail to assist them by your 
prayers. As St. Paul said to his converts: “Pray for us,” 
so we, your prelates, also say to you, “Pray for us,” as in- 
deed we pray for you, that in the end we may be all saved. 
Amen. 


The Catholic Lawyer’s Heritage 
Paut L. BLaxeEty, S.J. 


A sermon to the Guild of Catholic Lawyers delivered at the first 
celebration of the “Red Mass” in this country on October 6, 
in St. Andrew’s Church, New York. 


Take heed what you do; for you exercize not the judg- 
ment of man, but of the Lord . . . Let the fear of the 
Lord be with you, and do all things with diligence. 
—II Paralip. xix, 6, 7. 


E meet today to invoke the help of the Holy Spirit, the 

Father of light, of truth, and of justice, upon our work 
for the coming year. It is a momentous occasion. For the 
first time in the history of this country we celebrate at the 
opening of the courts the “Red Mass,” in honor of the Holy 
Spirit, the Third Person of the ever-blessed and most ador- 
able Trinity. 

This morning, my learned brothers of the Guild, we are 
one with our forefathers in the Faith. Our minds go back 
to the schools of Paris, Salamanca, Padua and Bologna; to 
the courts and parliaments of ancient France; the inns and 
halls of London in the days when England and all the Con- 
tinent were of the household of the Catholic Faith; to the 
chairs of Suarez, De Lugo and Vittorio, and we listen’ to 
the Angel of the Schools, Aquinas, discoursing with un- 
equalled brillancy and clarity on justice, the State, and the 
function of law. 

Great names rise up before us as we read the long roll 
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of Catholic jurists. There is Ranulf de Glanville, who 
though chief justiciar of England took the cross as a Cru- 
sader, and followed Richard the King to the Holy Land, 
where after valiant service in the cause of his great Captain 
Christ, he perished under the pestilential walls of Acre. We 
remember Henry de Bracton, that great light of his age, 
who caused to be built in the beautiful old Cathedral of 
Exeter an altar dedicated to the ever-blessed Mother of 
God, under which he asked that his bones might rest until 
the last great assize, and where for three centuries the Holy 
Sacrifice was daily offered for the repose of his soul. Let 
us remember him particularly this morning, since “Brat- 
ton’s Chantry” came to an end in the troubled days of 
Henry VIII, and for well nigh four centuries, no dirge has 
been chanted in Exeter, nor have its walls been hallowed 
by the offering of the most Holy Sacrifice. We recall Sir 
Thomas de Littleton, of whose ‘“Treatise on Tenures’? Coke 
has said, with pardonable enthusiasm, that it is “‘the most 
perfect and absolute work that was ever written in any 
human science.” He lies today under an altar which he 
himself erected in the nave of the cathedral at Worcester, 
and on his tomb is an effigy of brass with a scroll on which 
we read the legend, testifying to his spirit of Faith, “Fili 
Dei, miserere mei,’ “O Son of God, have mercy on me.” 
And let us bow, my learned brothers, before the name, 
clarum et venerabile, of Blessed Thomas More, the first 
lay lawyer to become Lord Chancellor of England. Because 
he loved truth more than high place, and justice above all 
things, he laid aside the seals of his high office for the 
prisoner’s cell, the axe and the block on Tower Hill, and 
the palm and crown of martyrdom. 

You are heirs, my learned brothers, to a noble tradition. 
The very names of these Catholic leaders in your profession 
summon up the memory of scholars whose minds were in- 
formed by the most recondite principles of jurisprudence. 
Yet they were not, as you must not be, simply men learned 
in the law. You are more than advocates and counsellors. 
Yours is an office and a dignity far surpassing that of any 
mere profession. You are the sworn ministers of justice. 
For in our philosophy, every member of the bar, whether 
he be the chief justice of the United States, or the youngest 
student admitted to practice, is in a true sense an officer of 
the State, pledged by a solemn oath to do impartial justice. 
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It is your function to aid the bench and all duly accredited 
representatives of the State to arrive at the truth and to de- 
fend it, so that justice and equity may be demanded and 
received by the humblest citizen. In the words of our text, 
you exercize not the judgment of man but of the Lord. For 
the source and sanction of all law and all authority is not 
man, but, as the Apostle teaches, God. We are all His 
ministers in the promulgation of truth and justice, each in 
his own manner, but you, my learned brothers, participate 
in that ministry in a unique degree. It is your work, your 
profession, your life. What for the layman is a matter of 
superorogation, for you is sworn duty. 

Understand, then, brothers of the Guild, the high office 
to which you have been called, and the sublimity of its 
duties. Since all righteous ordinances trace their source to 
Almighty God, the judge on the bench sits and rules in the 
awful Name of God, and you who have an official standing 
before the court, participate in His solemn functions. There- 
fore, do I say to you this morning, in the words of the King, 
Josaphat, when he appointed judges in all the fenced cities 
of Judea and in all places, “Take heed what you do; for 
you exercize not the judgment of man but of the Lord... . 
Let the fear of the Lord be with you, and do all things with 
diligence.” 

In these days of shifting standards, there is much that 
tends to throw discredit upon the law and its administra- 
tion. Deplorable, indeed, is it to find in many communities 
a growing opinion, founded either on malice or on misunder- 
standing, which will logically issue in contempt of all law. 
But law, as the great theologian St. Thomas Aquinas, 
teaches us, is the dictate of reason, promulgated by com- 
petent authority, for the common good. It is a dictate of 
reason, therefore, and not of fanaticism. It must be pro- 
mulgated by competent authority, and hence that ordinance 
cannot claim the noble name of law which has been ex- 
torted from weak or corrupt legislatures. It is ordained for 
the common good, and not for the benefit of any individual, 
or of any faction. If today, my brothers, the law and its 
administration are in som2 disrepute; if we read in our 
newspapers as well as in learned reviews, and hear in our 
universities, the exposition of theories which would over- 
turn not only our constitutional form of government, but, 
ultimately, subvert all authority in the State; may not the 








440 THE CATHOLIC LAWYER’S HERITAGE 





reason be that some members of the profession have not 
fully realized the meaning of law, and by consequence, have 
not themselves paid it that respect which is due because of 
its origin in the infinite justice and might of God? It may 
be so. But if true, then we see clearly, my learned broth- 
ers, the duty that lies upon us. 

I have no patience with the spirit which would indict a 
whole profession. The bench and the bar of this country in 
the past have lived up nobly to the ideals of the profession. 
Some of the brightest pages in the history of the battle for 
righteous freedom, which is the battle for the things that 
are true and good, have been written by members of your 
ancient and honorable profession. We are now beginning to 
recognize the true greatness, long obscured by the hatred 
arising from war, of Roger Brooke Taney, the first Cath- 
olic to sit as chief justice of the United States. In our own 
times we have known Edward Douglass White, our fellow- 
Catholic, as one not unworthy to be ranked with the fore- 
most who have presided over that august tribunal. This 
very gathering this morning is eloquent testimony of the 
respect for religion and for the forces of righteousness en- 
tertained by the bench and bar of this great city. 

Remember, therefore, the rock from which you have 
been hewn, the pit out of which you have been digged. If 
the times are evil, if there are weaknesses in the profes- 
sion, the members of the Guild of Catholic Lawyers, pledged 
to the highest principles in private and professional life, can 
set in action powerful factors and agencies for reform and 
advance. Never let the profession degenerate to the low 
level of a business organized solely for commercial profit. 
A business may exact the pound of flesh, but a profession 
must be ever governed by charity as well as equity. 

Your dignity as members of the bar is high, my learned 
brothers, and your duties are onerous. Therefore, let us im- 
plore the Holy Spirit of God to enlighten our minds that we 
may see clearly what is fitting, and to strengthen our hands 
that we may do whatever is just and true and charitable. 
May He uphold us in our duties as members of the bar and 
of this Guild, so that all we say, and do, and are, may 
operate for the welfare of our fellow-citizens, for the salva- 
tion of our own souls, and for His greater glory. This do 
we ask, fervently, humbly, in the Name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 





